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minent to-day. The last five days of the twelfth month, with
the five extra days (named after the Five Gathas) which make
up the 365, are the Farvardigan Festival, during which the
Fravashis revisit the homes of their beloved relatives. This
All Souls festival is world-wide, and unmistakable in character.
But the Yasht itself soon shows us that the Fravashis were
very far from being only, or even mainly, the venerated Dead.
There is a very clear order of precedence in this stanza:

These, O Spitama, are strongest

Of the Spirits of the Righteous,

Even those of First Believeis,

Or those unborn men, the Future

Saviours, the woild's Restorers.

Of the rest, the Spiiits are stronger,

Zarathushtra, of the living

Than the Spirits of the departed.    (Yt. I317.)

We will not stop to speculate on the reason, but only note
that Parsi thought never fell under the dominion of that
sheer terror which the thought of ghosts inspired in most
parts of the world. No people afraid of ghosts would have
thought the living mightier than the dead. In so far as the
Fravashis are ghosts, their kindly aspect is always to the fore.
They keep a constant beneficent watch over their own. In
war they help them with puissant force of arms: in the home
they are the mother's hope and stay through her weary months
of waiting. When we think of the inarticulate terror of the
Dead which makes its deep mark upon so many religions, we
set it down to the credit of Later Avestan religion that they
who love and helped in life are not imagined to have forgotten
their old tenderness because they have been through the great
mysterious change.

Meanwhile we have observed that living men have their
Fravashi, and at least certain men who are not yet born. Let
us reinforce this last statement.

Of the Twain Great Powers* creations
These at the World's End are mightiest,